
SUMMER 2020 

LOON LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

BY  RICHARD NELSON 

ñWorking together for a fun, safe and scenic lake communityò 

THE PRESIDENTôS CORNER 7TH ANNUAL 
LOON LAKE 

MUSKIE SHOOTOUT 

September 26th, 2020 
 

$30.00 per team 
 

Sign up beginning at 
7:30 am @ the 
public landing. 

 
Tournament Hours: 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
All proceeds go to the 
Loon Lake Fish 
Stocking Program 
(walleye and muskie). 

 
CASH prizes  

distributed at the end  
of the tournament. 

 
Food will be provided 

but BYOD. 
 

For more information or 
to pre-register contact 
Clark Milestone  
260-348-5706 

Or 
Lake46725@gmail.com 

Given the recent discussion about boating safety at our August 22 
membership meeting, I thought it might be a good idea to review some 
highlights from Indianaôs boating regulations.  
 

Dangerous operation prohibited (IC 14-15-3-6). 
Sec. 6. A person may not operate a boat in a manner that does any of the 
following: 
1. Unnecessarily endangers the person or property of another person. 
2. Unnecessarily interferes with the safe and lawful use of public 
waterways by another person. 

 

In regard to this regulation, the Handbook of Indiana Boating Laws and 
Responsibilities points out that receiving a ticket for violating this provision 
could lead to points being assigned against your driverôs license. It gives as 
one example of dangerous operation as ñoperating a vessel at speeds that 
endanger human life, endanger human physical safety or property, or 
prevent stopping within an assured clear distance ahead.ò 
 

Hazardous wake or wash prohibited (IC 14-15-3-15). 
Sec. 15. A person operating a motorboat may not approach or pass 
another boat: 
1. In such a manner or 
2. At such a rate of speed 

To create a hazardous wake or wash.  
 

Minimum distance from shore lines (IC 14-15-3-17). 
Sec. 17. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) [referencing certain lakes 
formed by hydroelectric dams], a person may not operate a motorboat 
within two hundred (200) feet of the shore line of a lake or channel of lake 
at a speed greater than idle speed. 
 

Also of interest are Towing of persons or objects (IC 14-15-3-20) [have a 
spotter and ensure the operator is paying full attention to driving] and 
Occupants on gunwales or bow decking prohibited (IC 14-15-3-24) 
[unless anchoring, mooring, or casting off]. 
 

All of Indianaôs boating regulations may be accessed at http://iga.in.gov/
legislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/014/#14-15-1-1 or by going to in.gov and 
drilling down through Government (top tab), Resources & Records (left 
side), Laws & Administrative Code (left side), Code (tab on upper right) and 
entering numbers into boxes in upper right for Title (14) and Article (15).  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Rich Nelson, President LLPOA  

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/014/#14-15-1-1
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/014/#14-15-1-1


OFFICERS 
Rich Nelson, President ---------------------------- 799-4913 
Patti Thomas, Vice President ------------------- 402-5720 
Tena Miller, Treasurer ----------------------------- 213-0638 
Carol Kurtz, Secretary ----------------------------- 799-4980 

CHAIRPERSONS *Denotes Board Liaison  
5.5K Run/Walk --- (Heather Klemm)*G Hicks 615-3644 
By-Laws -------------------------- (Rich Nelson)  799-4913 
Can Collection ------------------ (Bob Gallivan) 820-1240 
Finance Committee -------------- (Tena Miller) 213-0638 
Fire Hydrants ------ (Terry Huffman) *G Hicks 609-8691 
Fireworks --------- *Brian 438-2322 
Garage Sale ------ (Karen Davison) *Lindsay 609-8144 
Golf Tournament --------- (Kirk Smith) *Steve 341-1657 
Kayak Flotilla --------- (Darrell Post) *G Hicks 322-7681 
Kids Fishing Day -------- (JoAn Butler) *Carol 466-6207 
Lake Enhancement ---------- (Walt Hessler) * 799-4903  
Lighted Boat Parade ------------ (Carol Kurtz) 799-4980 
Loon Lake Apparel-------------- (Karen Treat) 438-7968 
Loon Lisle Reserve *Tena 213-0638 
Media Sign --------- (Kathy Ehinger) *Lindsay 437-8085 
Newsletter/Email ------- (Lindsay Gallmeyer) 704-0993 
Pancake Breakfast-------------- (Karen Treat) 438-7968 
Poker Run  ------------ (Kathy Ehinger ) *Tena 437-8085  
Sailboat Race  -------- (Tom Zahm) *G Hicks 341-8349 
Safety Committee  (facilitator Steve)*Geoff 317-440-3314   
ULTRA Rep ----------------------- (Tena Miller) 213-0638 
Water Quality Testing ---- (Rick Miller) *Tena 213-0639 
Website Updates --------(Lindsay Gallmeyer) 704-0993  
Welcome Committee ------------ (Tena Miller) 213-0638 

DIRECTORS 
Bob Gallivan  ---------------------------------------- 820-1240 
Steve Weaver --------------------------------------- 799-4195 
Gary Hicks ------------------------------------------- 403-7691 
Clark Milestone ------------------------------------- 348-5706 
Lindsay Gallmeyer --------------------------------- 704-0993 
Brian Clark ------------------------------------------- 438-2322 
Karen Treat ------------------------------------------ 438-7968 
Geoff Velpel ----------------------------------------- 602-5996 

COMMUNITY-OTHER 
Columbia City Utilities ----------------------------- 248-5110 
Humane Society ------------------------------------ 244-6664 
Noble REMC ----------------- 636-2113 or 800-933-7362 
The Watershed Foundation  --------------- 574-834-3242 
Tri-Lakes Sewer District -------------------------- 691-2820 

   After Hours Emergency number --- 609-9680 

COMMUNITY-POLICE/FIRE/HEALTH 
DNR  -------------------------------------------------- 244-3720 
Whitley County Sheriff  --------------------------- 244-6410 
Whitley County Fire ------------------------------- 248-8911 
Whitley County Health Dept--------------------- 248-3121 
Noble County Sheriff ------------------------------ 636-2182 
Noble County Fire --------------------------------- 799-9987 
Noble County Health Dept----------------------- 636-2191 

(Do NOT call for normal business issuesï use after hours only)   
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All Area Codes 260 unless noted 

Would you like to Advertise here? 
 

$50 for black and white,  
$75 for color.   

Runs for 3 issues.  Email your 
requests to advertise to: 
loonlakemail@gmail.com 



As most of you know Curlyleaf Pondweed has made its way 
into Loon Lake.  This submersed aquatic plant has oblong 
blue-green leaves that attach to its spaghetti-like stems in an 
alternate pattern.  The margins of the leaves are wavy and 
fine-toothed.  Leaves  can be up to 3 inches long and a half 
inch wide.  In the spring the plant is on the lakeôs surface 
clogging up the areas it inhabits.  Once the water temperature 
reaches 75 degrees the weeds sink to the bottom.   

Although Curlyleaf can provide habitat for aquatic life during 
the winter, the negative consequences of this plant far 
outweigh this one positive aspect.  The mid-summer decay 
of Curlyleaf pondweed can cause low oxygen conditions in  
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CURLYLEAF PONDWEED CONTROL 

BY WALT HESSLER 

areas where a considerable amount of decomposition is occurring.  The die-off will 
also cause nutrients to be released from the plants which can trigger algal blooms.  
Dense beds of Curlyleaf can reduce recreational opportunities such as boating, 
fishing, and swimming.   

Once the species becomes established there are a couple of control options.  Control 
efforts should take place for a number of consecutive years to be effective.  Early 
season raking is one method of control.  Plants should be removed as close to the 
sediment surface as possible.  All fragments must be removed from the body of water 
for this to be effective.  To dispose of the remnants, composting, burning, burying, or 
trash disposal are all acceptable methods.   

Early spring treatments using contact herbicides have shown positive effects in 
reducing Curlyleaf pondweed.  Aquatic Weed Control & Management has agreed to 
offer early season spraying specifically for Curlyleaf Pondweed in addition to the 
traditional spraying they do in June   

The Loon Lake Property Ownerôs Association (LLPOA) has researched grants for the 
herbicide spraying of the Curlyleaf Pondweed.  To obtain funding, an aquatic weed 
survey would need to be conducted at a cost of between $3,000 and $5,000.  The 
DNR considers this weed invasive, but not as critical as some other very damaging 
invasive weeds.  As such, the maximum grant we could possibly receive is a $3,500 
annual maintenance grant.  At this time, the LLPOA Board agreed that getting the 
study done did not make financial sense. 

In summary, if you have issues with these weeds you can rake  
them out and/or contract with Aquatic Weed Control & Management  
for their early spraying for Curlyleaf Pondweed.  They will include  
this as an option on their order form.  The LLPOA will continue to 
monitor all the weeds in Loon Lake and will consider additional  
action as needed.  We all hope for a warm spring in 2021 which will  
greatly reduce the impact of the Curlyleaf Pondweed in Loon Lake. 



BY CLARK MILESTONE 
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LOON LAKE FISH MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEEï DONATIONS NEEDED 

LOON LAKE WELCOME SIGNS 
Want to post a special message on the 
media signs?  Contact Kathy Ehinger at 
260-437-8085 to rent the sign for only $5!  
Great for birthdays, anniversaries, 
retirements or even fun messages or 
quotes! 

Given the extra-ordinary situation with the Covid-19 virus, the 
Loon Lake Fish Management Committee has suspended fund 
raising efforts for the 2020 summer season.   
 

We have funding for a significantly reduced muskie and 
walleye stocking in October and welcome any additional 
donations from anglers enjoying the muskie and walleye 
fishing this summer.   
 

To donate, make a check payable to: Loon Lake Fish 
Management Committee and send to any of the following 
members. 
Clark Milestone: 7993 N. Arnold Rd. Columbia City, IN 46725 
Bob Barkley: 7729 N Arnold Rd. Columbia City, IN 46725 
Terry Huffman: 6995 N 250 W. Columbia City, IN 46725 
 

Email questions to lake46725@gmail.com or call  
Clark Milestone at 260-348-5706. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated this year, it 
is greatly appreciated. 
 

Fish stocking is tentatively scheduled for the 2nd week in 
October for 2020. 

The Poker Run-  Thanks to Kathy & Phil Ehinger, all the 
dealers who volunteered, and those who donated prizes 
this year! $1696.00 was raised for the fireworks fund! 


